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Rationale 

Evolution recognizes that feedback is an important part of student improvement. Without feedback the 

students may lack the necessary information to carry out effective self and peer assessment. However, 

the school also recognizes that old fashioned types of marking may not always be the most effective 

way of providing that feedback. Evolution is creating a teaching and learning style which allows for much 

more time for individual/small group student-teacher interaction. It is in these situations that the most 

valuable feedback and guidance will take place through oral interaction and written modelling and 

scaffolding.  

 

Types of feedback 

● One-to-one oral feedback during class – during the course of the lesson the teacher will be 

proactive in moving around the classroom and interacting with students. Work will be assessed 

in real time and necessary guidance, feedback and encouragement given with students 

addressing the feedback as it is given.  

● Individual support - the teacher may schedule time slots for each student or targeted students 

so that they may cover an insecure concept/skill. Written notes will be provided by the teacher 

as evidence of input and support.  

● Individual target setting - the teacher will use this time to help each student reflect on their 

progress so far and how to set future targets for improvement. The teacher will acknowledge 

their input into this process by writing a note with the student’s agreed target. 

● Small group support (planned) – the teacher, during the course of the lesson, may group the 

students in relation to their ability and the amount of support they require. The teacher will 

then work with this group on a particular skill/concept for a period of time during the lesson. 

● Small group support (unplanned) - during the course of the lesson, the teacher may recognize 

that a number of students require similar support and so may formulate a group that he/she will 

work with to provide guidance. 

● Whole class support (planned) – as above, the teacher will have identified a learning point that 

has not been grasped by the majority of the class and so will have planned a session at the 

beginning of a lesson to re-teach that point in a different way than was previously used. 

● Whole class support (unplanned) – as above, in this case the teacher has observed that during 

the course of the lesson a majority of students has failed to grasp an important learning point or 

skill and so he/she will stop the lesson and provide further explanation/guidance to the whole 

class. 

● Marking – there are occasions when more formal types of marking are required, for example, in 

maths. In these cases, students should be taught how to self and peer correct work. However, 



 
what is important in these situations is that the students have a very clear understanding about 

when they should ask for the teacher’s intervention. If one student can clearly explain another 

student’s error, then this is often preferable to the teacher doing it. However, if the student still 

remains unclear as to their error then the teacher’s intervention should be sought. It is 

important that when self and peer marking is taking place the teacher monitors this work to 

ensure it is carried out diligently. From time to time it will be necessary for the teacher to look at 

student books to ensure that mistakes are not being repeated. Marking of written work should 

be carried out with the student so that corrections and/or improvements are made at the time 

they are highlighted. Again, self and peer feedback can easily be given with the help of a clear 

mark scheme or rubric. All these approaches take time and training to ensure the students use 

them correctly but once achieved, the quality of feedback becomes considerably more useful. 

● Unit feedback and report writing – this is where the teacher is expected to have a firm grasp on 

the students’ levels and should be able to provide written guidance and support to ensure that 

the student is clearly aware of future targets and parents are informed of student progress. 


